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EDITORIAL 


“How Does He Vote?” 


. “Tam not so much concerned with what he says; 
but I am deeply concerned about how he votes.” 
This remark was made to the writer one day while 
traveling to an important inter-imission conference 
in Shanghai. It was made by a mah of ldéng and 
fruitful service on the mission field, speaking of 
a well-known missionary. 


Since that time we have been reminded again 
and again of this remark and of its vital impor- 
tance. 


In debate in a Church eourt the ebb and flow of 
discussion is much like the mingling and mixing 
of clay preparatory to the making of some object— 
vase, or some other vessel, 


But, the vote is like placing the soft clay in the 
oven for the fire. It is the vote which determines 
the result of debate. 


We have known men who consistently talked as 
conservatives and who consistently voted as liberals. 
The influence of such men is inevitably on the lib- 
eral side. Not only so, but again and again such 
men are used by the more extreme liberals to gain 
the confidence and the backing of the evangelicals. 


To our evangelical brethren we would offer this 
suggestion—no amount of protested loyalty to his- 
toric Christianity can neutralize a vote contrary 
to that position. 


In the days to come members of Sessions, Pres- 
byters and Commissioners will be wise to ponder 
this fact. —L. N. B. 


“IF THE LAD BE NOT WITH ME?” 
(Gen. 44:34 (R. V.) 


We are surprised to hear these beautiful and 
earnest words fall from the lips of the mercenary 
and immoral Judah. Something had happened to 
Judah’s heart since he came to Egypt. Would 
that something might happen to the hearts and 
consciences of thousands of American mothers 
and fathers? How can we go up to our Father in 
heaven and the lads and lassies of America not be 


with us? What are we going to say to Him when 
He asks us where they are? 


Judah made a most touching plea for Benjamin 
“a little one’. We would like to plead the case 
of the “little ones” of our land. 


How shail they go up with us unless we show 


them the way? ill they go up to the Father if 
they follow us? 


Some Christians do some strange things. They 
serve wine and cocktails in their home and do not 
want their children to become drunkards; they 
gamble a little at bridge parties and “take chances” 
and would be horrified if their boys and girls be- 
came professional gamblers; they go to immoral 
shows and expect their little folk to grow up clean 
and pure; they are seen on the dance floor and 
even at night clubs, and wonder why their children 
drift into all sorts of sin. They go to wrong places 
and do questionable things and do not expect their 
children to follow. 


If we were “dead in earnest” about this business 
of being a Christian do you not believe that it 
would be easier for the lads to go up with us? “If 
you mean it this way,” said a young lad to his 
father when after a serious illness his father, an 
elder in the Presbyterian church, made a heart-felt 
confession and dedication of his life to Christ, “If 
you mean it this way, I am going with you.’”? When 
our children see us fret and worry, be so careless 
in our attendance at church, and the support of 
the work of the Lord, do they not have a right to 
suspect that we do not “mean it this way’’? 


Some years ago a terrible wreck was caused 
when someone gave the wrong signal and a street 
car and a train ran into each other. Many tragic 
wrecks of young lives are occuring daily because 
some of us older people are giving the wrong 
signals to the lads. 


How shall they go up with us unless we teach 
them the way? 


We teach our children everything under the sun; 
why not teach them diligently the way of life? Is 
there anything quite so important as for them to 
know God as their Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ 
as Savior, and their own deep need of salvation 
through His death for their sins? We train the 
bodies of our girls and boys; we believe in physical 
training. We train the minds of our children; we 
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take pride in their mental development. Why are 
we so careless when it comes to their souls? 


“A generation arose that knew not the Lord.” 
How these words arrest us as we read Israel’s sad 
history. Whose fault is it? Not the fault of the 
little ones, but the fault of us bigger ones, the 
generation already grown. 

How shall they go up if we do not pray for 
them—aye, pray for ourselves. 


The biggest job in the world is to be a good 
father or mother. We specialize in our work today; 
we want to make a name for ourselves. Why not 
set our hearts on being our best as parents? We 
cannot specialize here except in the school of 
prayer. The next biggest job is to be a good friend 
to some child. 


Pray the best prayers for our children. Pray 
that they may be “born again.” Pray that prayer 
before they are born the first time; pray it as they 
lie in our laps as infants; pray, and expect your 
prayer to be answered while your children are 
young and tender of heart. Let your child learn 
to know and love and trust and obey the Lord 
even as they learn to lean on you. 


Pray that they may find and follow the will of 
God for their lives. This may mean some sacri- 
fice and hardship for you, but it will mean every- 
thing later both for you and for them. 


Will we not have a glorious time with our lads 
and lassies in Heaven? What if they are not 
with us? — J. K. P. 


—_———_o=a>- oe — 


“WHY ART THOU CAST DOWN?” 
(Ps. 42:5,11; 43:5) 


The Psalmist asks this question of his own soul, 
not another’s soul. “‘Why art thou cast down, O 
my soul?” Who does not have these times of gloom 
and despondency? 


Sometimes the big affairs of the world cast us 
down. Even we small folk feel the burden of big 
things in this day of the radio. We think and talk 
of world problems as our fathers never dreamed 
of doing. 


The picture, as we see it, is neither a happy or 
reassuring one. The nations, hungry, restless, 
suspicious of one another, ready for almost any 
form of false teaching or leadership; our nation, 
divided, pleasure- and money-mad; the church, 
filled with apostasy, indifference, and worldliness, 
seemingly helpless in the face of a demon-possess- 
ed and wallowing world . No one who has eyes to 
see or ears to hear, or a brain to think, can fail to 
feel somewhat “bowed down” by the reality of 
these terrible conditions. 


Then there are the little things. The lions and 
bears and tigers of the jungle do not worry us as 
much as gnats, mosquitoes, and flies; it is not the 
occasional cyclone, earthquake or catastrophe which 
give us most concern, but the heat and cold wind 
of each day. 


It is thus with our souls. We can stand the big 
crises of life better than its daily burdens and cares. 
The sins, and failures, aches and pains and sorrows 
that come to us each hour of the day. 
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What is the cure, both for these big and little 
worries? The Psalmist has it ready for us. “Hope 
thou in God,” “Hope in God.” 


Do not put our hope in men — neither the lead- 
ers of men, or the masses of men. Men of high 
degree are a lie; men of low degree are vanity— 
both are equal to nothing — to zero. Israel was 
always trusting men; Egypt, a broken reed, or As- 
svria, worse than a reed, a menace. When we put 
our hope in men, no matter how big and brainy, 
we have our “headaches” and humiliation. 


Do not hope in men, either to solve the great 
problems or soothe the aching of our suffering 
souls. Not that we do not appreciate the work of 
some real leader, or the sympathy of a real friend. 
But no man is equal to this job of relieving our 
cast down souls. 


“Hope in God” is the only solid and safe hope 
for our souls. Hope in the Living God Who sits on 
the throne—His Character, His Position, His Pro- 
mises—Who performs His wonders in the world. 


He will look after the big affairs of the nations; 
He will also not suffer a sparrow to fall without 
His notice. We can trust Him with the world and 
His Church; we can trust Him to make all things 
work together for good to those that love Him. 


Try trusting Him; try thanking Him; try prais- 
ing Him; “I will yet praise Him.” “Praise changes 
things.”’ Peace, perfect peace, will come, in the 
place of despondency and gloom. God is the cure 
for gloom; “Hope in God.” Why be cast down, 
while “My God” reigns in Heaven, and rules my 
heart and life? — J.K. P. 

n oumne : 


Assurance 


The assurance of salvation should be the posses- 
sion of every Christian, but, it is a tragic fact that 
many not only lack such assurance but actually live 
in a state of uncertainty, even despair. 


In reply to the question, “Are you saved?” the 
usual reply will be, “I hope so,” but many will 
actually say, “I do not know.” 


A woman, prominent in the social and church life 
of one of our largest Southern cities, once said 
to the writer; “I would give everything I possess 
to know there is a resurrection after death and 
that I am saved.” Another Christian woman said, 
“For twenty years I lived in fear; fear that I did 
not have eternal life.” 


These are not isolated experiences. Thousands 
in the Church do not know they are saved and 
some -think such knowledge is not to be had until 
after death. 


The reason for this uncertainty is a failure to 
take God at His word. “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life,”’ John 3:36, is a state- 
ment of fact. When we, by a simple act of faith, 
believe in Christ as the Son of God and our Sa- 
viour from sin, that very instant we have salva- 
tion. We are born again. Eternal life has begun 
for us. 


Every Christian can say with Paul, “I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.’’ This is not based on what we 
think or feel. It is based on God’s word, which can- 
not be broken. If doubts assail we can still say, 
“Lord I believe, help thou my unbelief!’ —L.N.B. 
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IV. The Holy Spirit And 
The Church 


By Rev. T. E. P. Woods, D.D.* 
THE COMMUNION OF THE SPIRIT 


“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all.” 2 Cor. 13:14. Grace, love 
and communion! Three arresting ideas are given 
to us in the Apostolic benediction. While grace 
is the unmerited favor of the triune God bestowed 
on man, yet it is called the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, because it was particularly manifested in 
and by Him. “For the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.’’ Love is the 
identification of one being with another. God so 
loved the world that He identified Himself with 
it by the inearnation of His Son. “Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.-- 
We love him, because he first loved us.’? Com- 
munion means “having in common,” or ‘“fellow- 
ship.”” The first epistle of John tells us that we 
have fellowship with the Father, and with His Son 
Jesus Christ, and with one another. There can be 
no fellowship between those who are radically un- 
like. We, who in our natural state are from 
beneath, cannot have fellowship with Christ, who 
is from above; but the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ opened the way of fellowship, which the love 
of God had determined beforehand; and the com- 
munion of the Holy Spirit makes our fellowship 
with the Father and the Son to be a conscious 
reality. 


There can be no fellowship with God, even if we 
are like Him in nature, without a medium of com- 
munication. The Holy Spirit is the personal and 
conscious medium of communication and com- 
munion between God and the Church. The light of 
the sun could not reach and affect the earth unless 
there were a medium to carry its rays. “God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say 
that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fel- 
lowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Now, the 
Spirit of God is not the light; the Son of God is the 
light of the world, and the Sun of Righteousness; 
His dazzling splendor reveals the glory of God to 
us through the Spirit, who was sent to make Him 
known to us. If we do not receive the Spirit, we 
cannot have fellowship with the Father and the 
Son; but if we do receive the Spirit, we shall have 
life, and have it more abundantly through His sanc- 
tification until the day of our glorification, when 
the redemption of our bodies is accomplished. by 
the quickening act of the Holy Spirit, either by 
raising them from the dead, or by changing their 
— into immortality, at the coming of our 

ord. 


We have briefly enlarged the idea of the com- 
munion of the Spirit into three concepts: Life, holi- 
ness, and glory. Let us now examine each of them 
more particularly in their relation to man, the com- 
posite creature who, created in the image of God, 
is spirit, soul, and body. 


1. The Communion of Life through the Spirit. 
The communion of life has to do with the spirit of 
man, by which he became a living soul. In His 
intercessory prayer, Jesus said, “Father, the hour 
is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may also 
glorify thee: as thou hast given him power over 
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him.” Eternal life has no end, 
and it has no beginning. Jesus Christ has given 
this life to the Church. Each member of the Body 
of Christ enters into that life by a new birth, the 
birth of the Spirit. By my natural birth, I become 
a living member of the line, or stock, that preceded 
me, and a partaker of all the life that was before 
me. By my spiritual birth, I become a living mem- 
ber of the Family of God, and a partaker of the 
eternal life that preceded me. Being now born 
from above, we have the right of fellowship with 
God, because we are the eternal children of God, 
and partakers of His nature; we have come into 
an inexhaustible heritage, and an eternal heredity. 


Our new life was made possible for us by the 
incarnation and suffering of the Son of God. While 
on earth, Jesus Christ promised the complete ful- 
fillment of all that the new life could mean. Now, 
being glorified, and declared to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead, He makes salvation 
actual by bestowing the gift of life through the 
Spirit of Life. When we are born of the Spirit, we 
are given a new spiritual nature essentially the 
same as God’s, a spirit that cannot sin, “for whoso- 
ever is born of God doth not commit sin; for His 
seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God.” This life is eternal, for God 
cannot and will not deny His children whom He 
has begotten any more than an earthly father can 
deny the relationship of paternity to a child he has 
begotten; he may cast his son out from his fellow- 
ship, but the blood relationship remains, because 
his seed is in him. So the seed of God remains in 
His children; they are sealed unto Him by the Holy 
Spirit, and their life is made one with His by the 
communion of the Spirit. 


2. The Communion of Holiness through the 
Spirit. The communion of holiness has to do with 
the soul of man, which is the central consciousness 
of his composite life. The source of our holiness 
is Jesus Christ our Lord, the Head of the Church, 
and the Son of God. As God He has the right to 
say, “Be ye holy for Iam holy.” He has the power 
to communicate holiness to the Church, for all 
power is given unto Him in heaven and in earth. 
He has the means of communicating holiness, even 
the Spirit of truth, through whom He has com- 
munion with the Church. 


The communion of holiness is called sanctifica- 
tion. Jesus prayed the Father to sanctify the 
Church through His truth. He sent the Spirit to 
guide the Church into all truth. The Church is 
sanctified as its individual members are sanctified; 
and the members are sanctified in their souls. 
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The soul of man is the self-conscious ego en- 
dowed with freedom of will, whereby man is 
morally responsible for his voluntary acts. The 
soul never loses its identity, and it never ceases to 
exist; but it does not exist alone; it is inseparably 
joined to a rational spiritual nature through which 
it thinks and has consciousness of other rational 
spirits. Its moral character is determined by this 
spiritual nature which supplies the motives on 
which the soul acts. If the spiritual nature is evil, 
the soul is evil; if the spirit is holy, the soul is holy. 
Man was created with a spiritual nature similar to 
but not the same as God’s nature. That spiritual 
nature, so long as it was in harmony with God’s 
nature, was immaculate; and the soul acting ac- 
cording to it was sinless; and man having fellow- 
ship with God was a living soul. Spiritual life is 
fellowship with God; spiritual death is separation 
from God. Sin inheres in the spirit, for sin is ra- 
tional lawlessness. 


When man fell, his spiritual nature was marred 
by disobedience, and became like the nature of 
Satan, the enemy of God; thus all the acts of the 
soul were determined toward evil. Moreover, 
man’s spirit became permanently alien to God, so 
that it could never be changed again into the like- 
ness of God. But for the grace of God, men were 
eternally doomed; but the grace of God that brings 
salvation appeared, that all men might have the 
opportunity of life (Tit. 2:11). God’s grace was 
manifested in the creation of a new nature out of 
His own essence, which was conferred upon be- 
lievers by the new birth. 


Then came a perplexing state of existence for the 
new born child of God. The old Adam nature did 
not die, but remained alongside of the new spirit 


nature, and there was warfare between the two; 


of which, Paul speaks vividly in the seventh chap- 
ter of Romans. Here the communion of the Spirit 
was needed. The Paraclete, the One-called-along- 


side, was needed to combat that other alongside. 


nature. The soul that fails to surrender to the 
Spirit of God, who alone can destroy the old nature, 


is in agony by reason of the dread conflict that © 


ensues. This is made all the harder because his 
body, which has been sold to sin, has built up in its 
very tissues and fibres lusts and desires that war 
against good; although the body itself is not the 
source of sin, nor the cause of sin, but is the in- 
strument of sin, which may be yielded to sinful 
practice or evil habit by the soul under the influ- 
ence of the old Adam nature. No wonder Paul ex- 
claimed, “O wretched man that Iam! Who shall 
deliver me from this body of death?” But, being 
redeemed and justified, and being enlightened by 
the communion of the Spirit of truth, he saw the 
way out. He shouted, “I thank God! Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!” That is the way out; through 
Jesus Christ, by walking not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit of God. 


Sanctification has a double aspect: Dying to sin, 
and living unto holiness. In our natural state, we 
were dead in sin; in our redeemed state, we have 
died for sin through Jesus Christ with whom we 
are identified by faith, When we were baptized 
into His Body by the Spirit, we were made par- 
takers of His death for sin, and we were crucified 
with Him, that we might no longer be in bondage 
to sin. By this grace, our souls under the influence 
of the new nature that cannot sin are enabled to 
reckon ourselves dead indeed to sin, but alive unto 
God in Christ Jesus. This does not mean that we 
shall become sinless in this earthly age, for there 
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is no indication in the Bible that we shall get en- 
tirely rid of the old nature until we die naturally 
= - ny transformed at the coming of 
the Lord. 


But the communion of the Spirit does give us the 
hope of victory over sin. “If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us all our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousnes.” That is dying to sin. But 
there is a better way, and that is to live in the 
Spirit and deliberately seek holiness. The com- 
munion of the Spirit helps us to accomplish this by 
bringing holy things to the consciousness of the 
soul. “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things.” That is a mas- 
terly bit of composition; the very repetition of the 
words “whatsoever things” before each qualifying 
word compels the reader to think it through de- 
liberately, and gives the Spirit time to press the 
thought home. 


3. The Communion of Glory through the Spirit. 
The communion of glory has to do with the body. 
Glory is primarily a physical phenomenon; though 
the word is also used in a figurative sense to ex- 
press our praise of some deed or idea that calls for 
honor or worship. Its source is radiant energy 
which, by acting upon some material object, makes 
it shine forth with brilliance. God manifested His 
glory at the dedication of the tabernacle in a cloud 
of light so intense that it prevented any one from 
entering the tabernacle until it was removed. The 
same phenomenon occured at the dedication of 
Solomon’s temple. When Moses, in his growing 
fellowship with God, longed for one.thing more to 
satisfy his desire, and said, “I beseech thee, show 
me thy glory”; God answered, “Thou canst not see 
my face and live, but there is a place on the moun- 
tain where I will put thee in a cleft in the rock, and 
will cover thee with my hand while I pass by; then 
I will take away my hand, and thou shalt see my 
back; but my face thou shalt not see.” Moses visited 
God the second time in the mountain. In the holi- 
ness of that communion, his soul was enlightened, 
his spirit was purified, and his body was so glori- 
fied that his very flesh gleamed with a brightness 
so dazzling that his people could not look upon him 
= he first returned to them. He had to veil his 

ace. 


Man is spirit, soul, and body. Without the spirit, 
he would be a mere animal; without the body, he 
would be as the angels; but as he is, he is the image 
of God, and the highest of God’s created beings. 
This man-soul, since he is the very image of God, 
must reach forth with his ever expanding spirit to 
discover the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
hidden in Christ, to fulfil his destiny and prove 
himself to be in truth the image of God. And he 
must inhabit worthily the earthly house of his body 
in order to do God’s will here on earth, and make 
that body a temple of the Holy Spirit, where he 
may have communion with God at all times. The 
body was not designed to be a hindrance to man, 
nor was it constructed any less carefully because 
of a supposedly lower function in man’s develop- 
ment and eternal activities. God Himself found it 
necessary to have a physical body in carrying on 
His great creative work; and that body, made for 
the Son of God, was the pattern for the body of 
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man when he was created. In all the appearances 
of God in the Old Testament, He looked like a man 
to the men with whom He had fellowship. 


Present suffering and future glory are predicated 
of the body of the believer who, as joint-heir with 
Jesus Christ, may expect to suffer with Him now, 
but look forward with hope to be glorified with 
Him when his adoption is completed by the re- 
demption of the body (Rom. 8:17-23). We do not 
know what the full glory of that awaited event will 
reveal; but we know that, when our Lord returns, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is (I John 3:2). Having this hope, we are to yield 
ourselves to the communion of the glory of the 
Spirit, by presenting our bodies to Him as living 
sacrifices. We sometimes see the foregleams of the 
glory of the Lord in the radiant faces of those who 
are living in the Spirit, and are conscious of their 
union with Christ through the Spirit. Remember 
Stephen’s face. 


The full manifestation of the glory that awaits 
will come to the Church when the Lord sends forth 
the trumpet call for His own to join each other in 
the clouds, and meet Him in the air. In a single 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the Spirit’s 
work of glorification will be accomplished. All the 
bodies composing the vast Body of Christ will be 
changed; the corrupted bodies in the grave will put 
on incorruption, and the mortal bodies of those 
that remain on the earth will put on immortality. 
Then each believer will be perfect in spirit, soul, 
and body; and will be capable of infinite expansion 
in knowledge and wisdom through his new spirit 
relieved forever from warfare with the old nature. 
Then the soul will be perfect in holiness; and the 
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body will be capable of marvellous skills through 
new powers and qualities; and because it will at 
last be under the complete control of the will. 


Communion is not onesided. The soul upon which 
the Holy Spirit moves must respond.to the Spirit 
before there is communion. The response of the 
soul is faith, which expressed makes things hoped 
for become substantial, and is the evidence of 
things not seen. This side of communion is prayer, 
Through it we have fellowship with the Father and 
His Son, when we speak to the Father in the name 
of the Son by the communion of the Spirit. As we 
are led by the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, and 
live in the Spirit, we have more things in common 
with God which we long to talk over with Him; 
and the more we talk with Him through the Spirit. 
the more do we become conformed to the image of 
His Son; the more do we grow in grace, until both 
He that sanctifies and they who are sanctified are 
all of one: for which cause He is not ashamed to 
call them brethren. Not ashamed of us! 


How long shall we have to wait and toil and 
agonize to make ourselves fit to appear before Him 
in garments of which He will not be ashamed? For- 
ever, if we seek to make ourselves fit; but not one 
moment longer, if we accept the the garments of 
His righteousness which the Holy Spirit is urging 
us to take. 


“The very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and 
I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” I Thess. 5:23. 


*McCallie School, Chattanooga, Tenn. 








Remaining Obstacles To Union 


By Rev. D. B. Gregory* 


Many questions should be faced and obstacles 
removed before any loyal minister or elder in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church should vote in favor 
of Union with the Northern Presbyterian Church. 
The obstacles which confront us, and the prob- 
lems, not only have not been removed by _ the 
passage of time, but have been increased and in- 
tensified. The following quotations from the Com- 
mittee of the General Assembly of 1887 on Or- 
ganic Union are worthy of consideration today. 
This Committee presented to the Assembly both a 
majority and a minority report. The majority re- 
port stated: “The mere acceptance of the common 
standards of our Church, Confession of Faith, 
Shorter and Larger Catechisms, does not, in our 
minds, form a sufficient basis of Union; but the 
acceptance of that peculiar interpretation of our 
standards which affirms and emphasizes the purely 
spiritual nature of Christ’s Kingdom, and forbids 
her legislating upon political and civil matters, 
is the only true basis of Union.’’ The minority 
report stated: “The members of your committee 
are of the opinion that the difficulties in the way 
are numerous and serious. They arise mainly out 
of the fact that the two churches are not agreed 
in matters of either principle or polity. To unite, 
or attempt to unite, the two churches on any com- 
promise of these fundamental differences, or upon 
any general statements, such as the reception of 





the standards “pure and si —_, would serve only 
to bring together those w would not act in 
harmony, and would perpetuate strife and aliena- 
tion.” This is still the situation that confronts 
every loyal member, and the ministers of the 
Southern Church. 


As to doctrinal matters, it is useless for any 
one to try to justify the Auburn Affirmation. It is 
notorious for its continuing influence against 
sound doctrine, and its outright denial of plain 
statements of Scripture. One such reference is 
enough to convince any one. It stated that—‘“There 
is no assertion in the Scriptures that their writers 
were kept from error. The doctrine of inerrancy, 
intended to enhance the authority of the Scrip- 
tures, in fact impairs their supreme authority for 
faith and life, and weakens the testimony of the 
church to the power of God unto salvation through 
Jesus Christ.”” The above is a. denial of the. in- 
spired testimony of both Paul and Peter, and of 
the standard of inspiration set down by our Lord 
when he said—‘‘And the Scripture cannot be 
broken.” An able authority has said—‘This is 
verbal inspiration with a vengeance.” The de- 
structive influence of the Auburn Affirmation was 
widespread then and continues. To quote from 
the explanatory statement which was issued along 
with it:—“The number of signatures, 1,274, is 
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far greater than the Committee had anticipated. 
Furthermore, the Committee has certain knowl- 
edge, through many letters and conversations, that 
pesides signers there are in our church hundreds 
of ministers who agree with and approve of the 
Affirmation, though they may have refrained from 
signing it.”” Dr. Robert H. Nichols, the Secretary 
of the Committee, stated in a letter to a friend: 
“It was signed by a few more than 1,300 min- 
isters; some signatures received after the printing 
have never been published.”” He further stated: 
“From a large personal acquaintance with young 
ministers, I know that many of them sympathize 
with the position taken by the Affirmation.” That 
letter was dated March 11, 1935, proving the con- 
tinual evil influence of the Affirmation. One of 
the originators of the Affirmation, the pastor of 
a large church in New York state, at a summer 
conference on Lake George a few years ago, made 
this frank and honest confession to this writer. In 
a private conversation lasting several hours, in 
which the differences in our doctrinal interpre- 
tations and those of the Northern Church were 
clearly outlined, this distinguished minister said: 
“IT must admit that you have something to give 
the people and we have nothing.” The matters 
under discussion were the famous five points of 
the Affirmation. Such frankness and honesty would 
be highly commendatory in all who would candidly 
face the facts in both the Northern and Southern 
Churches. 


As to matters of Principle and Polity we find 
the situation has not changed in the past eighty- 
five years. The desire to accumulate property built 
and paid for by loyal people, and to take this 
property by Court Order against the will of the 
rightful owners, is illustrated in the present de- 
termined efforts to absorb what is left of the 
Cumberland Church. So we see the repetition of 


the tragedy of forty years ago. We quote from 
an appeal recently sent out by a group of min- 
isters, elders and former Moderators: ‘‘The Sec- 
ond Union War is upon us. Shall we stand up like 
brave men and save our church? Now the great 
question is: Shall we be true to the sacred trust 
committed to our hands? If there are those who 
prefer another church, let them withdraw from 
ours, and seek fellowship wheresoever they will. 
That is just and right.’’ Such would be the history 
of a Union of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
with a church that minimizes doctrinal soundness, 
and which does not emphasize the Spirituality of 
the Church. We must decide whether we will be 
loyal to our church which was blest because of its 
love for the Truth, or be absorbed by a body to 
be known as an all-inclusive church in which great 
Bible truths are relegated to the background; 
where small consideration will be given to the 
wishes of minorities, and where the Courts of the 
church might be enthroned as the lords of con- 
science. To quote the beloved Dr. B. M. Palmer 
in an address before the Assembly of 1886: “There 
is a loyalty to be cherished, which is higher than 
allegiance to any potentate on earth; and there is 
a patriotism, which should call for more passionate 
expression than can be evoked by any country 
upon the globe. God is our witness that nothing 
could yield us such joy as to be henceforth dis- 
charged from the necessity of bearing special 
testimony to the non-secular character of the 
Christian Church. If this principle could be en- 
shrined in the hearts of men with the sacred con- 
fidence of former years, louder hallelujahs would 
not be heard than in this Southern Church—or- 
dained, through her mere existence, to bear silent 
and constant testimony for the crown rights of 
our Lord and Redeemer.” 


*Bluff City, Tenn. 








Church Discipline’ 


By J. Woodrow Hassell, Th.D. 


Text: “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of 
God, which He hath purchased with His own blood.” 
Acts 20:28. 


The Scriptures everywhere contemplate the 
Church of Christ as a living, but undeveloped, or- 
ganism. Frequently, as in the text, the figure is 
that of a flock of sheep, requiring food, protection 
and other care. Sometimes it is referred to as a 
stalk or field of wheat, germinating, sprouting, 
ever growing toward maturity, but ever needing 
the farmer’s attention. 


The prominent feature of such description is the 
raw, undeveloped, helpless state of Christians and 
the church body which they constitute. And it is 
therefore because of this character that shepherds 
are appointed to attend them; and that apostles, 
prophets evangelists, pastors and teachers are as- 
signed to guide, instruct, inspire them, to the end 
that the church at last may “come in the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ.” 


The Church of Christ has not yet arrived, it is 
on its way; the body of Christ is not yet full grown, 
it is growing. And for the purpose of its develop- 
ment, of the attainment of its goal, it requires 
the governing and guiding hands provided it in the 
person of the leaders of the Church. All of whose 
duties and responsibilities may be summed up in 
the word discipline. 


Here we need to correct our vocabulary. To the 
ear of most of us this word suggests citation before 
the session for moral offenses, supension of Sacra- 
ment privilege, and excommunication from church 
membership. Of course the word does bear such a 
meaning, but this is not the primary thought. The 
dictionary, our Standards and the Scriptures all 
have the proper understanding of the word as 
instruction, guidance, sympathetic helpfulness. 


Our Book of Church Order says: “Discipline is 
the exercise of authority given the Church by the 
Lord Jesus Christ to instruct and guide its members 
and to promote its purity and welfare ... The 
power which Christ has given the Church is for 
building up, and not for destruction, and is to be 
exercised as under a dispensation of mercy and not 











Page 8 


of wrath. The Church is to act as a mother who 
corrects her children for their good, that every 
one of them may be presented faultless in the day 
of Christ.” 


Such is the point of view of our church regard- 
ing discipline. And it is the correct one, for it 
perfectly coincides with the Scriptures. Paul’s 
exhortation addressed to the Galatians is represen- 
tative: “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault 
ye which are spiritual restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness, lest thou also be tempted.” 


The most severe case of discipline in the New 
Testament relates to the indictment of a Corin- 
thian church member on the charge of incest. A 
man had actually taken his father’s wife. Paul 
counselled severe handling of the offender, saying, 
“Deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruc- 
tion of the flesh,’”’ but, as he quickly added, with 
the end in view, ‘“‘that the spirit may be saved in 
the day of the Lord Jesus.” With this preliminary 
explanation, I suggest: 


I. THAT CHRIST HAS COMMITTED TO THE 
OFFICIALS OF HIS CHURCH THE RESPONSI- 
BILITY OF THE SPIRITUAL AND MORAL CON- 
DITION OF ITS INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. 


That the Almighty God should condescend to 
work through frail human beings at all is remark- 
able. But that He should repose in such hands the 
supreme interests of His kingdom and glory is 
nothing short of marvellous. 


And yet—need I remind you?—this has been 
His undeviating practice from the beginning. Time 
was when in the hands of Noah alone, then in those 
of Abraham, then of Moses and his associate elders, 
then of judges, kings, statesmen, prophets and 
priests the fortunes of God’s kingdom on earth 
were lodged. Then, were it not for this uniform 
Old Testament precedent, we would be astonished 
to hear the Savior commissioning His leaders in 
the words so familiar and solemn: “Whatsoever ye 
shall bind on earth shal] be bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven”; and, “‘Whose soever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them; and whose soever 
sins ye retain, they are retained.” 


I am not here trying to prove anything. The 
proposition requires none. What every one of us 
needs is to be shocked into the sense of our ac- 
countability to God concerning our high office. 
Responsibility for the spiritual and moral character 
of the Christian Church is ours. We cannot shift 
it; we dare not evade it. If an army of soldiers 
is week, undisciplined, ineffective as it swings into 
battle, the fault is with the leaders and their 
training. When the world, with to much truth, 
ridicules the Church and scorns its claims, the 
leaders should take warning, for the blame is ours. 
Is the Church in our hands spiritually, its moral 
life questionable or colorless? We the leaders must 
answer the charge. 


If there are those of us who seek calls to larger 
flocks of God’s sheep, we should remember that 
the larger the flock the heavier the responsibility. 
And we should all of us assume our solemn re- 
sponsibility and immediately get down to the busi- 
ness of the vigilant care of the individual members 
of our flocks, of sympathetic helpfulness, constant 
brotherly contacts, instruction and warning. This 
is genuine church discipline, the most scriptural, 
the most needed, and the most effective. 
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Il. THIS VIEW OF THE RESPONSIBILITY 
AND FUNCTION OF THE ELDERSHIP HAS 
FALLEN INTO DISFAVOR, AND THE EXER. 
CISE OF THIS SORT OF DISCIPLINE INTO 
DISUSE. 


Nothing is plainer than that the New Testament’s 
description of the functions of the eldership is 
altogether different from the present prevalent 
conception of them. The primitive elder understood 
his office to be concerned with feeding the flock, 
seeking the wandering sheep, carrying the lambs 
in his bosom. One of them said: “The elders which 
are among you I exhort, who am also an elder...., 
feed the flock of God which is among you, taking 
the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but will- 
ingly.”” The present-day elder has become, perhaps 
because we have made him such, a member of a 
semi-business, semi-spiritual committee, whose 
duties are principally related to such matters as 
voting new members, dispensing the sacrament 
elements, calling the new pastor, (and dismissing 
the old one!) 


I venture to suggest three causes of the neglect 
of the proper function of the eldership. The causes 
will themselves point out the cure. 


1. The prevalent overdoing of the spirit of tole- 
rance and of personal freedom. We are reminded 
every day of the individual’s rights of Scripture 
interpretation and of moral application. The princi- 
ple underlines the Protestant Reformation. But 
it is distorted and has run to seed. To suggest to 
a church member the irregularity of his profession 
of the danger of his conduct is interpreted to be 
narrow and intolerant. And narrowness and intole- 
rance ate the unpardonable sins. 


2. A second eause of this need of discipline lies 
in the unspirituality of us the shepherds. Church 
officers naturally hesitate to lay hands on church 
members, knowing that they themselves are guilty 
of the same sins. How, for example, can an elder 
expostulate with a fellow member for desecration 
of the Sabbath day, when he himself spends that 
day on the golf course, or absents himself from the 
services weeks on end? How can he encourage 
private and family prayer, Bible study and per- 
sonal work, when he himself does not practice 
=" “Thus conscience does make cowards of us 
a ws 


3. A third cause has to do with the size of the 
church body. The Church of Christ has too many 
members. Gideon’s army of 32,000 had to be re- 
duced to the paltry number of 300, because it was 
too large and too weak. If this ratio gears any re- 
semblance to the ratio between the apparent and 
the real strength of Christ’s cause, then our 
church’s true strength would be represented by 
5,800 instead of 580,000, and the Synod of North 
Carolina would come down to 980. 


At any rate, one of the most apparent facts is 
that the professing Church of Christ is top-heavy; 
we have too many members. But, in order to meet 
a goal we go right on taking them in, often with 
no more test than affirmative answers to a few 
simple sterotyped questions. With the sad result 
that far too many raw untrained, unconverted re- 
cruits are brought into church membership; and 
we soon discover an ever-growing group in sore 
need of a dicipline which we shrink from adminis- 
tering. 


Ill. WE TURN NOW TO THE PRACTICAL 
QUESTION OF WHAT MIGHT BE ACCOMPLI- 
SHED BY THE PROPER SORT OF DISCIPLINE. 
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. It would be the means of purifying and em- 
wile ering the Christian movement. It is remarkable 
how purity and power are associated in Scripture 
—yes, and in reason and experience. The whole 
Israelitish army was halted and rendered helpless 
until Achan was taken out of the way. The church 
at Pergamos had lost her power because of the 
pollution of the Nicolaitanes; the church at Thya- 
tira because of the presence of Jezebel. It was 
terrible surgery that swept Ananias and Sapphira 
to their sudden doom. But it both purified and em- 
powered the church. Great fear came unto the 
whole community, some were frightened away, 
but “believers were the more added to the Lord, 
multitudes both men and women.” 


The Church of Jesus Christ is rich, large, highly 
respectable and imposing. But who does not see 
that it stands confused and impotent at the most 
stupendous breakdown of human civilization? Un- 
less I have grossly misinterpreted the keynote of 
Scripture, the way back to power lies along the 
pathway of purity. Sir Galahad was surely think- 
ing straight when he exclaimed: 


My strength is as the strength of ten, 
Because my heart is pure. 


2. It wou!d reclaim many stray sinners. Bear in 
mind that the discipline of which I speak is a 
general oversight of the flock to be exercised by 
the elders and minister—I mean intelligent interest, 
sympathetic concern, instruction, advice, warning 
and unremitting watchfulness. 


How many young men and women are lost to 
Christ and the Church because all we ever do for 
them is to vote them membership among our flock! 
After this they are left to forage for themselves. 
Soon they begin to slip, and because we do not go 
after them, they decide that no one cares for their 
souls, and, to change the figure, float on out with 
the tide to shipwreck and ruin. Many of these are 
looking wistfully backward, half-hoping that some 
one is following to the rescue. We should ever be 
grateful for the strong ally we have in the hearts 
and consciences of those that have named the Name 
of Christ, and for the large number of them which 
the gentle hand of discipline might hold true. 
What would have become of David, had not Nathan 
gone after him? Or of Peter, had not Jesus sympa- 
thetically sought him? Or of Mark, had not Barn- 
abas befriended him? 


3. It would elevate our reputation and would 
increase the world’s respect for the Church. This 
is sadly needed. The general public at present 
believes that the Church would consider itself 
quite honored to have everybody join its ranks, re- 
gardless of its spiritual life or of its moral charac- 
ter. There is too much justification for this belief, 
though we confess it with shame. 


The Church is in dire need of the strictest em- 
phasis upon the prime importance of its spiritual 
life and a correspondingly high type of Christian 
morality. When John the Baptist “saw many of 
the Phariees and Sadducees come to his baptism, 
he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring 
forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance.’ 
After this speech there was never a doubt in the 
public mind as to the type of moral character re- 
quired by the new movement. 
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IV. HOW THE SESSION SHOULD PROCEED. 


1. The Session should solemnly assume the re 
sponsibility which the New Testament lays upon 
elders. Without doubt we have laid hands suddenly 
upon too many incumbents of this sacred office, 
men who have little conception that their duties 
are those of spiritual leadership. The time is come 
that judgment should begin in the very bosom of 
the church, the session, when every elder and 
minister make a new dedication of ourselves to our 
holy calling. 


2. The renewed assumption of this responsibility 
should lead us to devise some practical ways and 
means of discharging it. I suggest that the session 
have frequent meetings when, without any other 
business, the membership roll is thoroughly scrut- 
inized, the spiritual life of individual members 
discussed, and those having special needs assigned 
to session members. 


Peter, the elder, after counselling his fellow 
elders how they are to look after their flocks, 
concludes with the words: “And when the Chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away.” 


Ours, brethren, is indeed the heavest responsi- 
bility that God has laid upon men on earth. But 
the reward for the faithful discharge of its duties 
is correspondingly great and precious. A heavy 
responsibility, often a thankless task, but at the 
end of the journey a crown—a never-fading crown, 
whose leaves and flowers are tokens of abiding 
spring and everlasting glory. 


*Preached before Albemarle Presbytery and 
ordered sent to church papers for publication. 
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Two Words Of Jesus 


By Rev. Joseph Hopper, Th.D.* 


“And Jesus saith unto him, Follow me.” John 
1:43b. 


These words have both simplicity and depth. 
They present both a call and a program; a char- 
acteristic call of Jesus, and a challenging program 
for every Christian. Let us observe five occasions 
when Jesus spoke these words, the individuals ad- 
dressed, and what was involved in their following 
Jesus. 

1, Addressed To Philip 
(Read John 1:438-46) 


When Jesus was in the beginning of his public 
ministry, He had already enlisted three disciples, 
John, Andrew, and Peter. He was seeking follow- 
ers. It was probably on a Sunday in February A.D. 
27, that He found a man named Philip, and said 
unto him, “Follow me.” He sought him, and He 
spoke to him. He is seeking the lost soul now, 
and saying, “Follow me.” Philip, along with his 
fellow-townsmen, Andrew and Peter, may have 
been attracted to this region because of the preach- 
ing of John the Baptist. In other words, he must 
have been having some interest in religion. Also 
he had some knowledge of the Bible. Philip re- 
sponded favorably to the call of Jesus, and ac- 
cepted the program. 


He followed Jesus in seeking and in speaking to 
an individual, Nathanael. He engaged in personal 
evangelism. ‘‘We have found him, of whom Moses 
in the law and prophets did write—Come and see.” 
In following Jesus, Philip had a continued, and 
increasingly rich fellowship with Him. For in- 
stance, at the feeding of the five thousand he was 
an eye-witness of this great miracle. Again, he 
had the privilege of hearing the words of John 14 
when they were first uttered, and he there re- 
ceived direct personal instruction from Jesus. He 
also was the man to whom the Greeks came say- 
ing, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” Then he was in 
the upper room with the other disciples in prepara- 
tion for the reception of power from on high. 


2. Addressed To Matthew 
(Read Matthew 9:9) 


Probably more than a year had passed after 
Jesus first called Philip, and we find the Master 
in the first period of his ministry in Galilee, in 
the city of Capernaum. He is still seeking men. 
He saw a man at his place of business, and said 
unto him, ‘Follow me.” 


Matthew was a different kind of man from 
Philip. He was a tax-collector, a despised sinner. 





That is just the kind, too, that Jesus came to eall. 
He said, “I came not to call the righteous, but sin- 
ners.” Jesus wants the busy man, the sinful man, 
the unpopular man. Like Philip, Matthew re- 
sponded favorably, and accepted the program. 


Look what this involved in his case. “He forsook 
all, and rose up, and followed him.” It meant for 
him giving up his old business. At the call of Jesus 
today many a man must make a complete change 
in his method of work. It may or may not mean a 
change of occupation. Matthew gave up his old 
business, and he gave a feast. He thus honors Jesus 
and helps him to get in contact with his associates. 
He does not seem to be calling attention to what 
some might call this sacrifice, but he is pointing 
his old associates to the One whom he knew to be 
his Saviour. Matthew, like Philip, had wonderful 
fellowship with Jesus on through his ministry. He, 
too, was in that upper room after the ascension. 
He, too, was filled with the Spirit at Pentecost. In 
addition to all of this, following Jesus meant for 
him that he became the inspired recorder of the 
Gospel of the King—the gospel according to 
Matthew. “He being dead, yet speaketh.” 


3. Addressed To ‘Another’ 
(Read Luke 9:59-60) 


After the call of Matthew a year or more passes 
in the ministry of Jesus. He is now making his 
final departure from Galilee. He “steadfastly set 
his face to go to Jerusalem,” with all that signi- 
fied. He was not to pass this way again. 


The record in Luke tells us that he said to an- 
other, “Follow me.’ The parallel passage in 
Matthew says he said to another ‘of the disciples.” 
This person is unnamed. He evidently was a per- 
son already a disciple of Jesus. This time it is more 
of the nature of a call to a believer to special 
service, a call to a definite work in the kingdom 
enterprise. ‘“Follow—leave—go thou and publish 
abroad the kingdom of God.’ 


In this case the man’s response is different 
from that of Philip and of Matthew. It would in- 
volve for him the giving up of his home ties. “Lord, 
suffer me first to go bury my father.” 


The story is told that when George Adam Smith 
was once in Palestine he wanted a guide into an 
unfamiliar section. He tried to persuade a young 
friend, an Arab sheik, to guide him on this journey, 
but he refused, saying, “‘Sir, suffer me first to go 
bury my father.”’ While he was talking to him the 
sheik’s father was sitting at the tent door “hale 
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and hearty but venerable.” The young man was 
expressing his devotion to his father in saying 
he could not go away as long as his father was 
alive. Such was the attitude of the disciple here 
addressed by Jesus. 


Jesus proceeds to point him to the urgency of 
the case. He calls upon him to give the spiritual 
the first place—spiritual priority over family ties. 
The need for this man must have been especially 
urgent. Then, too, this was evidently a last call. 
Jvesus was not to pass this way again. Was this 
man in his delay and disobedience finally to hear 
the words, ‘‘Too late, too late—Jesus of Nazareth 
has passed by?” There may be delays and failures 
to respond today. Then, too, it may be a last call 
to some. Failure to respond may mean the oppor- 
tunity lost forever. 


4. Addressed To The Rich Young Ruler 
(Read Mark 10:17-22) 


Several more months pass in the busy ministry 
of Jesus. It is now about March A.D. 30. This 
occasion when Jesus repeats the word, “Follow 
me,” is so unusual and so important. An attrac- 
tive young man comes running, kneeling, and ask- 
ing Jesus, ‘“‘What must I do to inherit eternal 
life?”” Jesus looking upon him loved him. It must 
have been easy to love such a young man. When 
Jesus exposed him to external light it appeared 
that he was a keeper of the law—a good young 
man morally. ‘“‘All these have I kept from my 
youth.” When Jesus exposed him to internal 
light, he was found to be wedded to his material 
possessions. “One thing thou lackest: go, sell what- 
soever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow 
me.” Go—come—follow. 


The last recorded words of Jesus to this young 
man at this time were, “Follow me.” But it would 
involve for him the giving up of his possessions, 
and he was not willing to pay this price. Wealth 
was his master rather than his servant. Following 
Jesus would involve making Jesus his Lord. He 
had to decide between the two. “Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.” “Crown him Lord of all, or 
you do not crown Him at all.” At these impli- 
cations the young man’s countenance fell, and 
he went away sorrowing. What a tragedy! He had 
turned his back on Jesus. 


In the field of art there is portrayed the genius 
of Watts to paint the back of a man. In his paint- 
ing of the rich young ruler his face is not shown, 
nor even his profile, but you do see his back. 
“That back is turned on Jesus, and Watts has 
managed to paint in the droop of the shoulders 
and the languid and flaccid hand, all the dejection 
of the man.” (Campbell Morgan). That young 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Page 11 


man is forsaking Jesus rather than following him. 
5. Address To Peter 
(Read John 21:15-19) 


We turn hastily from this sad picture to a glori- 
ous one. After this incident only about two months 
pass by. But during that short time two of the 
most tremendous facts of history take place— 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. “Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures, and he 
was buried, and he rose again, according to the 
scriptures.” One morning at the break of day, the 
risen Jesus manifested himself to seven of his dis- 
ciples at the sea of Tiberias. There they had break- 
fast together. Then after breakfast Jesus had that 
memorable interview with Peter, in which He 
charges him for his mission as pastor, and prophe- 
sies his martyrdom. Then comes the final word 
directed to that wonderful individual, Simon Peter. 
He saith unto him, “Follow me.” “Follow thou 
me.”’ This was not the first time Peter had heard 
these words from Jesus. He had heard them di- 
rected to the group a number of months before. 


At this time these words are directed to Peter 
personally. For him to respond to this call would 
mean his following by way of the cross, fellow- 
ship in suffering, and also fellowship in glory. 
Once before Jesus had said to Peter, ““‘Whither I 
go thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt 
follow afterwards.” That was spoken before the 
crucifixion. At that time Peter was unfitted to 
follow all the way. But now it is different. Jesus 
had died and risen again. Peter, though he had 
denied his Master, was truly penitent, and truly 
forgiven, and signally honored by the risen Lord. 
And he would be given power from on high on 
the day of Pentecost. Now He says to Peter as that 
interview comes to a close, “Follow thou me.” We 
know that Peter did follow Him. See him at Pente- 
cost. See him in persecution. See him _ in his 
epistles. See him in martyrdom. Peter went 
through suffering to glory. He followed Jesus all 
the way. He was given grace and glory. 


Today those who are called to follow Jesus do 
not all have the same temptations, are not all 
called to the same service, to make the same sacri- 
fice, to endure the same suffering. Yet for every- 
one the program involves a complete surrender, 
a supreme devotion to Jesus, a willingness to 
follow wherever He leads. May God give each of 
us the grace to say, 


“Where He leads me I will follow 


I’ll go with Him, with Him, all the way.” 


*Mission Court, Richmond, Va. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For June 23: Strengthening 
Bonds Of Fellowship 


Scripture: Luke 22:14-27; John 15:9-18; 17. 
Devotional Reading: John 15:1-12. 


The Church is not merely an organization; it is 
an organism; it has life, feeling, growth. The 
members are united like the parts of the body, or 
the branches and the vine. ‘‘. am the vine, ye are 
the branches.” 


The aim of the church is to bear fruit. In order 
to do this, two things are necessary: (1) Pruning, 
(2) Abiding. If we are to “bear fruit,” ‘‘more 
fruit,” “much fruit,” “your fruit should remain,” 
then the unfruitful branches must be taken away, 
and we must abide in Him. 


Our Devotional Reading stresses these two ways 
by which the Bonds of Fellowship may be made 
strong. For additional ways we now turn to our 
Scripture passages: 


I. Strengthened by a New Covenant. Luke 
22:14-27. “This cup is the new testament (cove- 
nant) in my blood.” 


This passage falls into two sections: (1) Eating 
the Passover, (2) The instituting of the Lord’s 
Supper. 


“When the hour was come.’ How often these 
words are used during the last days of our Lord 
upon earth! Tremendous events are packed into 
these significant “hours’’: “your hour,” “‘my hour,” 
“the hour.” 


“With desire have I desired.’”’ This feast was to 
be even more important than the other Pass- 
overs He had kept with them. To keep a feast, to 
eat together, is a means of strengthening fellow- 
ship. This is especially true in eastern lands. When 
we sit around a table the tie of friendship is 
cemented. 


But the Lord’s Supper which followed the Pass- 
over was to be even more sacred and strengthen- 
ing. 


“Cup of the New Covenant.” How these words 
would touch the deepest chords of the Jewish 
heart! Their national history was a history of 
covenants—covenants with Noah, with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob; with Israel under Moses; with 
David. To “‘cut a covenant” was to bind people 
with bands of steel. 


So, when our Master instituted this memorial 
and sacrament He was welding a link in a strong 
chain which would bind all His followers in one 
bond of fellowship. One of the tragedies of church 
history is the fierce battles which have been fought 
over the meaning and correct observance of this 
feast. How could Satan manage to make this 
blessed memorial a means of separating, instead 
of uniting the church! “We are not ignorant of his 
devices.” But in spite of the machinations of our 
great enemy and divider, this sacrament is still 
a strong bond which unites Christians. And it is 
always a means of spiritual strengthening of His 


people when they partake of the emblems of His 
dying love. 


II. Strengthened by a New Commandment. John 
15:9-18. “This is My commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you.” 


How strong and continuing that love had been 
—loved them unto the end. 


“As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved 
you.” Can there be any stronger love than that? 
The tie that binds Father and Son together is the 
same tie that binds our friends to us, and ought 
to bind us to other Christians. 


Obedience was the secret of that abiding love 
between the Father and Son; it is the secret of our 
abiding in His love. Love is proved by keeping 
His commandments. Christ’s love led Him to 
Calvary. Our love for Him should be strong enough 
to lead us to any sacrifice for Christ and our 
brethren. 


There is no tie stronger than love, and Chris- 
tian love is the noblest of all loves. “For love is as 
strong as death—the flashes thereof are flashes 
of fire—many waters cannot quench love, neither 
can the floods drown it.” 


“These things I command you, that ye love one 
another.” 


III. Strengthened by a New Commission. John 
17. ““As thou hast sent Me into the world, even so 
have I also sent them into the world” (Verse 18). 

There is nothing that unites men in strong 
fellowship like being given a great task, or sent 
on some vital mission. The magnitude and glory 
of the task or commission makes us comrades in 
a great cause. When we realize that we are God’s 
fellow-workers, then we can say to each other, “‘Be 
strong.” 


The 17th chapter of John, the High Priestly 
prayer of our Savior, is the most beautiful prayer 
in the Bible. It might be named the “Glory Chap- 


ter,” for it is saturated with glory from beginning | 


to end. 


Perhaps the greatest sentence ever spoken by 
John Calvin was this: “Make your one aim in 
life the glory of God; your one book, the Bible.” 
Paul’s greater sentence, “‘Whatsoever you do—do 
all to the glory of God,” is one of the most sublime 
injunctions in the Word of God. . 


If we could get this truth burned into our 
hearts it would make the church invincible. This 
is our Commission—to glorify God. 


Let us examine the chapter a bit: 1. The Father 
glorified. “I have glorified thee on the earth, I 
have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do.”’ How true these words were as they fell from 
His lips! His perfect life, filled with grace and 
truth; His loving ministry, as He went about doing 
good; His sufferings and death, were all part of 
that work. He revealed the Father in all His love 
and grace. He brought eternal life to men. 


2. The Son glorified. “Glorify thy Son.” His 
days of humiliation, sorrow, shame, and suffer- 
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ing were about over. He would come forth from 
the grave and ascend to the Father and reassume 
His laid aside glory. His exaltation to the right 
hand of the Father was coming. 


3. He is leaving us here, not taking us out of the 
world, but praying that we may be kept from the 
evil in the world. As the Father sent Him into 
the world, so now He is sending US into the world. 
We are to be “in the world—but not of the world.” 
We are to glorify Him among men as He glori- 
fied the Father while here. What a Commission! 


When they have completed their mission on 
earth they are to “enjoy Him forever’’—to have 
the glory which Christ had and to be with Him in 
the glory that shall follow. 


As we read and re-read these glorious petitions 
of our Great High Priest, what a sense of sec 1rity 
and strength fills our hearts! We cannot fail; He 
ever lives to make intercession for us. We can af- 
ford to be patient, to suffer, to be hated by the 
world, when we know the nature of our God-given 
task, and the rich reward and inheritance which is 
ours. 


To share His work; to share His glory; how 
these thoughts should strengthen our bonds of 
fellowship; . What a glorious privilege to be a 
Christian! How strong we Christians ought to be! 





Lesson For June 30: Jesus’ Friends 
Carry On His Work 


Scripture: Mark 16:15-16; 19-20; Luke 24:45- 
49; Acts 2:46-47; 5:42. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 61, 


In Psalm 61 we find a good starting point. Let 
us notice some expressions which might well have 
been uttered by the disciples when their Great 
Friend and Master left them to carry on the work 
alone—yet not alone. “When my heart is over- 
whelmed.”’ Do not these words well describe the 
feeling of helplessness and bewilderment which the 
friends of Jesus felt when He left them? “A 
shelter” and a “strong tower.’”’ He had been their 
stay. It took them a good while to realize that He 
was still their strength and refuge. “I will abide’, 
“T will trust.” Their faith revived as they became 
convineed of His glorious resurrection and His 
abiding presence with them. 


The great sacrificial, atoning work of the Savior 
was just beginning. ‘‘Greater work than these shall 
he do; because I go unto my Father.” Part of His 
work was just begun; they were to carry on this 
work; He committed it to them as a sacred trust. 


The Command: Mark 16:15,16; 19,20. He said, 
“Go”, (Vs. 15); “And they went’, (Vs. 20). Be- 
fore He said “Go”, He said “Tarry’”; and they 
tarried in Jerusalem until endued with power from 
on high. Their going and preaching followed their 
waiting and praying. When Christmas Evans was 
going to keep an appointment, he suddenly realized 
that the Lord was not with him. He tied his horse 
and went into the woods and prayed until he 
knew that God was with him. He was late in keep- 
ing his appointment, but preached with such power 
that the marvellous Welsh Revival began. Would 
we not have more real refreshing from on high if 
we waited for the presence and power of God? 
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“He that believeth; he that believeth not.’”’ We 
always find these two classes of people—saved 
and condemned. The preaching of the Gospel is 
a savor of life unto life, and of death unto death. 
Our sword is two-edged; it cuts both ways. 


“He was received up into heaven”’”—‘“the Lord 
working with them.” Alone; yet NOT alone. “Lo 
I am with you even unto the end of the world.” 
Here is our inspiration and encouragement. He 
ever lives, reigns, makes intercession for us at the 
right hand of the Father; He also walks and works 
with us. We, like the early disciples, can tell of all 
that the Lord does “with us.” We are never left 
to our own resources and wisdom and power. Do 
we not forget that all this is true for US, and 
true in 1946, as well as 46? 


The Preparation. Luke 24:45-49. “Then opened 
He their understanding.”” They had been so dull 
and slow; now their minds become quickened and 
enlightened. “Understandest thou what thou read- 
est’?, asked Philip of the eunuch. This was the 
condition of the disciples before their under- 
standing was opened. The first requirement of a 
messenger is to understand the message. Are not 
some of us trying to preach a Gospel we do not 
understand? We, like one of the great preachers 
of London, have to “get in’ ourselves, before we 
can get other sinners in. Are we making our one 
book the Bible, seeking wisdom from the Holy 
Spirit to understand its wonderful words of life? 
Are not some today proclaiming their own dreams 
instead of the whole counsel of God? “Ten minutes 
with the Holy Spirit is worth more than ten years 
in the university of Paris,” said one of the great 
Reformers. We get understanding from HIM. 


“To suffer—(and die)—and to rise.’”’ These are 
the two points around which the whole Gospel re- 
volves. Paul says that the Gospel he preached 
was, “Christ died for our sins—rose again the 
third day.” ((I Cor. 15:3-4). 


“Repentance” and ‘Remission.’”’ Our part, to 
repent; God’s part, to forgive. “In His name.” 
Repentance is not real until it looks to God, to 
Christ; remission of sins can only come from Him. 
ag Christ out—the Name—and our Gospel is 

ead. 


“Among all nations.” This is to be a world-wide 
proclamation. “Ye are witnesses.” Have we not 
almost forgotten these words? Where is the wit- 
nessing of the ordinary Christian today? 


“T send the promise—but tarry—until—endued 
with power.” This completes their preparation. The 
distinguishing mark of the true Gospel is POWER. 
We have plenty of man-made religions and phi- 
losophies, but they are all powerless. They cannot 
regenerate; they cannot give life. The Gospel 
alone is the power of God unto salvation. 


The Result. Acts 2:40-47; 5:42. These verses, 
2:46-47, close the wonderful chapter telling of 
Pentecost; the coming of the Holy Spirit like 
flames of fire; the preaching of Peter as he un- 
folded the Good News with new courage and 
understanding of the Old Testament Scriptures; 
the conviction of the multitude as they cried, “men 
and brethren, what shall we do?’ and the answer 
of Peter, “Repent and be baptized.’’ Let us notice 
this summary of “results’’: 


“Continuing daily.” Here was no~“morning 
cloud” which soon passed away. It was the begin- 
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ning of a daily living and performing of the Chris- 
tian life. Some modern revivals are transient. 
They seem to have no continuing progress or 
result. 


“One accord.” Real revivals unite people. Spirit- 
‘illed and Spirit-led Christians think alike and 
fee] alike. It is only when the devil gets in his 
hand that discord and disagreement arise. 


“Gladness and singleness of heart.’? Great joy 
is one marked result of a real _ revival, whole- 
neartedness is another. Our aims are ene; our eyes 
see One Person; our hearts beat in accord, filled 
‘vith love to our Redeemer. 


“Praising God, and having favor with all the 
people.” We must never take any glory to our- 
selves; that kills a revival. Genuine goodness 
awakens a responsive chord in the masses of peo- 
ple. Sometimes it stirs envy and anger, but here it 
met a more generous reception. 


“Added to the church those that were saved.” 
If this were always the case our revivals would 
not be so disappointing. Do we not sometimes add 
to our church rolls those who are still unsaved? 


Acts 5:42 


This verse is written after persecution began. 
Persecution could not stop these men or this move- 
ment. The thing that stops the church is corrup- 
tion within—worldliness and unbelief. “‘Rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for 
the Name.” (Vs. 41). Here is their reaction to the 
threats of the council. 


“In the Temple and in every house.” They took 
advantage of every opportunity. Do we? 


“Teach and preach Jesus Christ.”” We preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, (as Lord). 
Woe to the preacher who preaches himself, and 
to the teacher who tells not of Christ! 


Is the Gospel having these results today? If 
not, why not? 





Jun. 
=— 


Pe 
of tl 
cent 
afte: 
but 
thre 
only 
any 


as tl 
of t 
that 
goin 
but 

we 
of tl 
in tl 
not 


man 
five 
thea 
caus 
our 
the 
80% 
thea 
chu! 
mor 
we 
the 
ever 
abot 


we 

mar 
min 
Chr: 
no } 
The 
Chr 
wor 
com 
lost 
our 


par: 
In ¢ 
be 


was 
she 
her 


was 
The 
oth 











cr fF we F 


°weanwee ~~ 


wns Vs ¢ 8 











Jun. 1, 1946 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For June 
June 23: Sixty Percent Non-Religious 


Introduction 


People often criticize the foreign mission work 
of the church because only about one or two per 
cent of the people in the Far East are Christian 
after a little over one hundred years of work there, 
but our own country of America was started some 
three hundred years ago by Christians and today 
only about sixty per cent of our people belong to 
any church at all. 


If we listen to ministers and Christian workers 
as they discuss their problems we are not too proud 
of the forty per cent who belong. We would think 
that the forty per cent in the church would be 
goine all out to reach the other sixty per cent, 
but as we listen in on discussions of the problems 
we find that a great deal of the time and effort 
of the church is spent on trying to stir up the folks 
in the church who are not dependable and who are 
not faithful in any of the duties called Christian. 


In America today there are fifteen times as 
many churches as there are theaters, and there are 
five times as many church seats as there are 
theater seats. Most people do not realize this be- 
cause so little space is given to the churches in 
our papers and so much is given to advertising 
the amusements. As a result it is estimated that 
80% of- the people of America will attend the 
theater in a week, while only 10% will attend 
church. Even for the church it is true that “The 
more people you sell the more goods you sell.” If 
we in the church are going to reach those out of 
the church we must witness far and wide, and in 
every means possible. The more people we tell 
about Christ the more we will win to Christ. 


As we approach this responsibility to witness 
we need to ask again the question, “Religion is a 
man’s own affair, why should I try to win him to 
mine?” The answer comes back, ‘“‘Because Jesus 
Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” and 
no man comes to God except by Him.” (Jno.14:6) 
Therefore all those who have not received Jesus 
Christ are lost—lost to an abundant life in this 
world and lost to everlasting life in the world to 
come. Let us remind ourselves of how men can be 
lost and found by studying again the parables of 
our Lord in Luke 15. 


Scripture Lesson 


In this chapter, Luke 15, we have four short 
parables, or perhaps one parable with four parts. 
In each part we have a way in which a person can 
be lost—and found. 


1. The Lost Sheep.-Lk. 15:3-7. (a) The sheep 
was lost simply by following its desires; (b) The 
or was found by the careful search of the shep- 
erd. 


2. The Lost Silver.-Lk. 15: 8-10. (a) The silver 
was lost through the carelessness of another; (b) 
oo silver was found by the careful search of an- 
other. 
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3. The Lost Son.-Lk. 15: 11-24. (a) The son was 
lost by wilful desire and positive choice; (b) The 
son was found when he came to himself and re- 
turned to the Father. 


4. The Lost Sympathy.-Lk. 15: 25-32. (a) The 
elder brother as a good, religious man, lost because 
he had no love and sympathy for his brother; (b) 
We are not told whether the elder brother was 
ever found or not. 


Self-righteous, unregenerate folk in the church 
are harder to reach than Prodigal sons on the out- 
side, sons who know they have sinned. 


Suggestions 


This Scripture chapter is rich in suggestions. 
Study it carefully, emphasizing the ways in which 
we can be lost and the responsibility that is ours 
to manifest our love and sympathy by going out 
into the highways and hedges to reach the sinners 
for Christ and then to welcome them into our 
fellowship when they turn. 


June 30: No Apples Without Trees 


Introduction 


Everybody knows that you can not get apples off 
the trees in your orchard unless apple trees have 
been planted, and everybody knows that when 
apple trees have been planted you can’t get peaches 
off of them. “No apples without trees” is a catchy 
topic but there is a lot of truth wrapped up in it. 
Let’s go to the Word of God and see what it 
illustrates. 


Scripture Lesson 


Just as you can not have fruit unless you plant 
trees so you can not have gospel fruit in the lives 
of a people unless you plant churches among them. 
No church should think of itself as a center into 
which many people must come to build it up, rather 
every church should think of itself as a center 
out from which many people must go to build 
other churches. This is Scriptural. Read Acts 1:8. 
The church was to begin at Jerusalem and it was 
to spread to the ends of the earth. Had it stopped 
short of the ends of the earth it would have failed 
its Lord. Has your church stopped short? Has it 
neglected the area next door? Read Revelation 
1: 10-11, then take a map and point out the loca- 
tion of each of the churches mentioned. Paul and 
John had planted the gospel in the community at 
Ephesus but the church had spread the gospel 
fanwise into all the area. So must we be doing in 
our churches. 


Suggestions 


In this program you should study the materials 
available that show how our church has sought to 
carry out this Scriptural program through it’s home 
mission work, and you should not only resolve to 
fully support that program but you should also 
look around to see what your own local church can 
do to originate some new work of its own. 


Coming In July 


“Learning will be our emphasis for the month 
of July. We are to study to show ourselves approv- 
ed. We are to grow in grace and knowledge.” — - 
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MEI LING 


By Mrs. Dayton Castleman 
(Lucy Fletcher) 


Dong—Dong—the first air alarm bell tolled from 
the west gate over the city. Some of the people 
who had not already fled to the country began to 
run toward the mission school property where they 
knew some country women had gathered for study 
of the Bible. The missionaries were there and an 
American flag flew over the buildings. If only 
they could reach the inside of the big gate they 
felt they would be safe from the terror of the 
skies. They pounded on the great gate of the 
yard, begging to be allowed to enter. Finally the 
gateman opened a crack to tell them there were 
already more inside the mission grounds than they 
could take care for. When he did so, he was al- 
most knocked down by the frightened men, women 
and children who crowded into the shelter of the 
covered doorway after the door had been pushed 
in. 


In the confusion a shrill, childish voice rang out, 
“You won’t come to worship, you won’t believe in 
Jesus, but when you are frightened you come to 
hide inside the gates. The American flag up there 
won’t save you. You’d better pray to the heavenly 
Father.” 


Some who were nearby saw a little figure dart 
across the yard toward some rooms at the far end. 
Little five-year-old Mei Ling, whose voice had been 
heard, was looking for her Grandmother Chu. She 
and her mother and grandmother lived in those 
rooms and she expected to find them there. Old 
Mother Chu had been ill for two months and it 
had left her with a bad heart. Mei Ling had heard 
her mother say to the missionary some time before, 
“Mother is so weak I am afraid she might become 
worse if the planes should make her afraid.” 


Little Mei Ling now had but one thought—that 
of comforting Grandmother so she would not be 
too frightened—as she ran into the room calling, 
“Nai, Nai—Nai, Nai!” (“Grandmother! Grand- 
mother!’’) 


There was no answer and Mei Ling saw in an 
instant that the room was empty. Out the child 
ran again and across the yard to the long dining 
hall, even though the planes could be heard above 
her. As she entered the dining hall, she saw that 
many of the Bible School women had already 
gathered there, as well as some of the neighbors 
who had pushed their way in. Mei Ling stood a 
moment in the doorway until she saw a familiar 
bent figure leaning against one of the tables. Her 
little feet flew across the mud floor until she stood 
by her Grandmother. Her eyes were bright and 
excited, but not frightened. She leaned against 
the old woman and smiled up at her. ‘Nai, Nai, 
you must not be afraid, our Heavenly Father will 
protect us.”’ Then she saw her missionary “god- 
mother” sitting on the other side of Grandmother 
Chu and heard her reading God’s word and His 
promises. “Yes, Nai, Nai,” said the child, repeat- 
ing haltingly the words she had just heard, “God 


is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble.” 


The planes circled over the city, then dropped 
low and whirred over the mission grounds—so low 
it seemed they would touch the flag pole. Every- 
one held his breath. The planes soon swerved 
away and over another part of the city. Soon 
they heard a dull boom of an exploding bomb~— 
then another and another—and another! 


Mei Ling took one of the wrinkled old hands of 
Grandmother Chu between her two little hands 
and whispered a prayer. 


“Heavenly Father, take care of us, and keep 
us from being afraid.”” And Grandmother Chu 
said the same prayer after her. 


She had not been too much afraid because little 
Mei Ling had seemed so sure of God’s care. Mei 
Ling has grown to be a tall girl of eight birthdays, 
but she still remains Nai Nai of that day, saying 
“See, Nai, Nai, our Heavenly Father did take care 
of us, and He always will.’ 





BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the 
letter “I: 

(1) God’s name for Himself, in Exodus 3:14; 
(2) Jesus’ name, in Isaiah 7; (3) A‘prophet; (4) 
A name given to Jacob; (5) A son of Abraham; 
(6) Another son of Abraham; (7) A son of Jacob; 
(8) A place where Paul preached on his first mis- 
sionary journey; (9) Reserved in heaven for you; 
(10) The Thessalonians turned to God, from them; 
(11) What God can do, but man cannot; (12) Paul 
took pleasure in his, where man usually worries. 
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Ninety-Five Thousand Testaments 
Are Distributed In Tokyo 





Tokyo (By Wireless) (RNS).—Of the 100,000 


Testaments recently sent to Japan by the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, over 95,000 have been distribut- 


ed, according to an official of the Japan Bible 


Society. 


Distribution was confined to the Tokyo area and 
some churches and schools in the Nippon capitol 
have requested additional copies. 
requested 10,000 more—a school, 5,000. 


Pe pant ag ts 


One church has 


Japanese church people regard the gift of the f 
Testaments as a boon to the newly rejuvenated 
church movement here. “Many non-Christians are 
demanding the new volumes,”’ states one member 
of the society. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
June 1946 


Special Study during the month: Stewardship. 
Circle Topic: Caring About Others. 


Auxiliary and Business Woman’s Circle Topic: 
What Do Presbyterians Believe? 


June 2: Montreat Day. 
June 9: Home Missions Day. 


June 30: Assembly’s Training School Day. 
Synodical Training Schools: 

Arkansas: June 12-18. 

Louisiana: June 10-15. 

Mississippi: June 17-22. 

Missouri: June 24-29. 

North Carolina: May 31 - June 6. 

West Virginia: June 3-8. 


‘Zero Hour For Action 


“Freedom needs food—Freedom is meaningless 
to a dead man.” We in this country of well-fed 
people cannot easily imagine the stark horror of 
Europe’s empty bread basket, of Asia’s broken 
rice bowl, of South Africa’s parched fields. Famine, 
the worst since the Thirty Years War, stalks across 
Europe and Asia. Fear of hunger and starvation 
grips almost one-third of the world’s population. 
One of our chaplains who was in prison camp for 
twenty--seven months recently said, “Hunger de- 
grades. Even strong men stoop to little things 
when they are hungry.” 


We are told that our only hope for future peace 
and stability is to share what we have with others 
now. Our immediate task is to keep men alive— 
men, women, little children, youth—who are 
threatened with starvation in so large a part of 
the world. Mr. H. V. Kaltenborn said recently that 
there are one thousand banquets in this country 
every evening, and sixty per cent of the food is 
wasted. Small wonder that one Christian, who 
knows the situation, said, “The United States 
appears to the rest of the world as living in fabu- 
lous and almost immoral prosperity.” Is it that we 
people of this country are suffering from the 
“disease of luxury,” which has blinded our eyes 
to the gnawing hunger of so many people overseas? 
It is too late to prevent starvation—thousands 
have already died; but we may help to mitigate 
it if we act NOW 


It is the Zero Hour for action and that action 
demands FOOD that people may survive. Here 
is what can be done by every person: 


Waste nothing—even in:public eating places, if 
bread is not needed, ask the one serving you 
not to bring it. In your own home be more care- 
ful than ever that no food is wasted. 


Buy only what you need—less bread, wheat pro- 
ducts, canned foods that are needed for overseas 
shipment. 


Use all that you have before re-stocking your 
shelves—This is not the time for a surplus to be 
piled up on any pantry shelf. 


Give canned foods—dried milk, concentrated 
foods; canned meat, milk, fish; whatever is called 
for by authorized agencies. 


Give money to buy foods in bulk for shipment 
overseas. 


Express your conviction regarding rationing to 
those who represent you in Washington. 


Support in every way possible the calls for food 
and clothing and money made by the Protestant 
Church agency in this country. 


Recent reorganization combines three well-es- 
tablished Church agencies into the one—Church 
World Service—-with which our own Church is 
closely connected through the Chairman of the 
Assembly’s Committee on War Relief, Dr. Vernon 
S. Broyles, and the Educational Secretary of Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions, Dr. H. Kerr 
Taylor. 


“When we furnish food to the starving we also 
give hope of a future peace.” 


This is important: It is the opinion and con- 
viction of people qualified to know that material 
aid, such as food, ere medicines, given in the 
name of the Church and Church agencies is far 
more effective in its: metul and spiritual ministry 
than when given. by secular agencies. 


Give through your church—give today. Continue 
your gifts as long as urgent need exists in Europe 
and in Asia. 





It Will Cost Something 
By Rev. Charles W. Worth“ 


One of the most amazing things about a war 1s 
the way nations and individuals will squander 
anything and everything they have in an effort to 
win it. Many times during the past war I have 
gazed aghast at the materials and equipment, not 
to mention the men, that our country sent to every 
corner of the earth. And we did it almost without 
thought of cost. We used up our natural resources 
at a fearful rate. It may well be that the ex- 
penditure of one-tenth of the effort and treasure 
poured out to win the war might have prevented it. 


But that is now all behind us, and we face the 
future, a future that some look upon with fear 
and pessimism. There is, however, much to beckon 
us forward with courage and confidence. In all the 
horror of the war there were; many bright, spots, 
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and not least among them was the discovery by 
many of our men, that the missionary had gone 
ahead of them into these out of the way places, 
and that the Gospel had done its quiet and beauti- 
ful work. 


We look forward now to a great missionary op- 
portunity. Some Japanese leaders are already ask- 
ing that Christian missionaries return, and I have 
read letters from. Chinese friends begging us to 
get back just as soon as possible. These people 
have suffered in ways that few of us know any- 
thing about, and yet I have not seen a pessimistic 
letter nor detected a note of discouragement in 
any of them. There is no question in their minds 
about what the Christian Church should do and 
will do. I recently heard a Christian lady from 
India say that one of the few influences in her 
country to restrain their hatred of the British is 
the presence there of Christian missionaries, Brit- 
ish and others. 


The doors of the Orient are open to us again. 
We do not yet know the full extent of the de- 
struction of our mission property, hospitals, 
schools, and homes, but we do know that it was 
serious in some places. It costs money to run the 
Foreign Mission enterprise, and it is going to take 
a lot to get it going again in the Orient, but I 
honestly believe that it is the best possible invest- 
ment that can be made for peace and goodwill 
in that part of God’s big world. 


Selfish nationalism is probably the most danger- 
ous force in the world today, and the Christian 
religion is undoubtedly the most international and 
unselfish force that we have. Now we have the 
finest chance in history to stretch out the helping 
hand of Christian love and fellowship. It will of 
course cost something in money and men, but it 
wouldn’t be worthwhile if it didn’t. As Christians 
we have a God-given opportunity right now to do 
something for Christ and for mankind that no 
others will do or can do. 


No effort was too great nor any cost too high to 
win the war. Just how do we feel about winning 
the world to Christ? It’s a bigger and a harder 
job, and more worthwhile. 


*Missionary to China. 





Have A Share In Your Church Home! 
June 2—Montreat Day 


Members of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States have a special opportunity on June 
2 to make a gift to the support of their Church 
home, Montreat, N. C., Thousands of people have 
enjoyed the beauty, the inspiration, the refresh- 
ing rest of Montreat: Montreat means summer 
conference, Christian fellowship with people from 
all over the Assembly, delightful experiences, rich 
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sviritual inspiration, renewed loyalties to Jesus 
Christ and to our Church. To many, Montreat 
means “best vacation ever.” Our Church has 
something unique in Montreat—mountain scenery, 
pleasant climate, a community of like-minded 
Christians who make Montreat their permanent 
home, facilities for caring for the large conferences 
that are held each year, and possibility for expan- 
sion, as that can be done. With the destruction 
by fire of the Alba Hotel, facilities are reduced 
for this summer. A prompt response to the call 
for funds to be used in the erection of the new 
buildings proposed, on the site of the Alba, will be 
a real way in which every member of our denomi- 
nation can show appreciation of this church home. 
Our Church would be the poorer were there no 
Montreat. It is our privilege and even our respon- 
sibility to give adequate support to this institution. 


$= __—_ 


Today’s Best Buy Is A Child's Life: 


Every pound of powdered milk we send from 
America during the next few weeks may mean the 
difference between life and death to a child of 
Europe. It’s as simple as that. 


The milk can be bought in quantities. And it 
can be shipped. 


It can go directly to France, Holland, Belgium, 
Czechoslovakia, Germany, China, Burma, Siam 
and other areas of need. Some places which we 
cannot reach directly we can help by the purchase 
of milk in Switzerland, and shipment from there. 
Still other countries where the need is reported as 
very great indeed, are still closed, but there is little 
force in protesting this situation so long as our 
ships go overseas with empty holds, while coun- 
tries to which we can get goods do without. To 
help the children we can help, now, is our best 
entering wedge for other areas. 


Our Responsibilities—Bombs And Bread: 


Somehow we have to be sure the children of 
Europe and Asia—and our own children, too, grow 
up thinking of the atom bomb as the greatest force 
of history for human progress—rather than living 
constantly under its threat as a destructive power 
that will wipe out all civilization. 


I don’t know the techniques of the answer. To 
work them out will require all the best of our 
thinking and effort. But I think I know the first 
step. 


For the starving child, food is as potent an in- 
strument of life and death as the atom bomb. And 
like it, food, today, is America’s responsibility. To 
gorge ourselves, while others starve, is only the 
less merciful technique of bringing death where 
there might be life. I know that is a harsh way of 
putting it. But hunger in the bodies of little chil- 
dren—that was harsh, too. And the anguish in 
their mothers’ eyes. It’s a time to be harsh—to be 
harsh with ourselves. To turn from our easy-go- 
ing indifference and pay attention to their agony 
even though they may be too far away for us to 
actually hear their cries of distress. 


The first thing—the very first thing—for those 
of us who pray that America may have the grace 
of wisdom and forebearance to handle the problem 
of the atom bomb, is to be sure that within our own 
families we are demonstrating those same qualities 
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STEWARDSHIP 


FOR TODAY 








BIBLE STUDIES 
by . 


_ Mrs, S. HL Askew 














UNITED STEWARDSHIP 
ENLISTMENT YEAR 


JUNE 1, 1946 — MAY 3], 1947 


Stewardship Study Month 
JUNE 1946 


The General Assembly asks every Church 
during this month, or at some more convenient 
season to study “Stewardship For Today.” by 
Mrs. S. H. Askew. Order now from The Steward- 
ship Committee, price 20c per copy; in quanti- 
ties of five or more, 15c. Develop Radiant, Win- 
some and Fruitful Christians. 


EVERY PRESBYTERIAN A 
PRACTICING STEWARD 


Committee On Stewardship 


404 Henry Grady Bldg. Atlanta (3) Georgia 





by sharing the life-giving food of which we are 
also the stewards. 


I wish each Christian family in the land might 
have a special dish on their dining table, on which 
would be engraved the text: “All things come of 
Thee O Lord and of Thine Own have we given 
Thee.” And on it I would ask them to place, each 
day—each meal—whatever sum of money they 
felt was right to buy food for the hun children 
of Europe and Asia. I think I could judge by the 
response how ready America is for that other tre- 
mendous responsibility that has been laid upon us 
as a nation—the atom bomb. 


Gifts of money for powdered milk and other 
food concentrates to be purchased wholesale and 
shipped at once for distribution through churches 
overseas to the children of Europe and Asia, may 
be given through your local church or sent to 
Church Committee on Overseas Relief and Re- 
construction, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, 
New York. Clothing in good condition—especially 
clothing for children—and shoes should be sent 
prepaid to United Church Service Center, New 
Windsor, Maryland, or Modesto, California. 


Elsie Thomas Culver, Editorial Secretary, Church 
Committee on Overseas Relief and Reconstruction. 





Liberated Countries Are 
Asking For The Bible 


The world is beginning again. After the worst 
holocaust of war in history, the nations are look- 
ing to America for help. Their needs are endless. 


Beside food and medicine, clothin 
they must have spiritual guidance. 
ica must furnish 


faced with such a challenge, nor suc 
tunity. 


The officers of the American Bible Society have 
entered the new year confident that those who 
have given before will do so with greater joy 
and sacrifice in 1946 and that many others who 
never saw their responsibility for giving the world 
the Bible will see it and respond to it generously. 


To date just over one-half, or $1,500,000, has 
been raised toward the $3,000,000 fund to supply 
Scriptures through the Society’s World Emergency 


Fund. 


Recently a request came from the Japan Bible 
Society for 2,000,000 Japanese and 100,000 English 
Similar requests for large quan- 


New Testaments. t 
tities continue to pour in from chaplains serving 
in Germany. 


China, France, Greece, Italy, Poland, the Scan- 


danavian countries,. all “need to be supplied as 


rapidly as the books can be produced.:- 


If you have not made your-gift for this special 


urgent need, will you not mail it now: .: 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY HOUSE 
450 Park Avenue 








and shelter, 
or this Amer- 
ibles—more Bibles than ever be- 
fore—to devastated Europe, to the Far East, to 
Japan. In all its 130 years the Society was never 
an oppor- 





New York 22, N. Y. 
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General Church News 


Presbyterians Protest Continuance 
Of Representative To Vatican 


Wilmington, Del. (RNS).—The New Castle Pres- 
bytery of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
has protested against continuance of a personal 
representative of the President of the United States 
to the Vatican. In a resolution, the Presbytery 
called the appointment of Myron C. Taylor to the 
Vatican ‘a violation of both the letter and the 
spirit of the Constitution of the United States.” 


The resolution will be presented to the General 
Assembly of the Church in Atlantic City, N.J. next 
month with the request that it urge President 
Truman to have the “personal representative” 
withdrawn. 


os 


Associated Church Press Requests 
Recall Of Myron C. Taylor 


Washington, D. C. (RNS).—Recall of Myron C. 
Taylor, the President’s personal representative to 
the Vatican was requested by. the Associated 
Church Press, national organization of Protestant 
church paper editors. 


In a resolution adopted at its annua] convention 
here the association proposed that if Taylor re- 
mains at the Vatican the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee institute hearings ‘on why the ambas- 
sador should not be recalled.” Dr. John’ Van 
Schaick, Jr. editor emeritus of the Christian Lea- 
der, Boston, Mass., official organ of the Univer- 
salist Church, was one of two delegates opposing 
the resolution. 


“There is ground for argument,” he asserted, 
“that a papal ‘state exists and that appointment 
of an ambassador from the United States is a 
custom we could follow without violation of the 
separation of church and state.” 


The resolution adopted by the editors stated: 
“Resolve that the Associated Church Press, being 
the editors of the Protestant Press in convention 
assembled in Washington, do hereby condemn the 
action of President Harry S. Truman in renewing 
and extending the appointment, without sanction. of 
the Senate as prescribed by the Constitution of an 
ambassador of the United States at the Vatican, 
said ambassador being known as personal repre- 
sentative of the President. 


“Because such an appointment is a violation of 
the principal of separation of church and state; 
because the appointment was made originally in 
1940 by President Roosevelt on a temporary basis 
in relation to the war, whereas the office has now 
been maintained at public expense for six years; 
because this ambassadorial appointment has not 
had the sanction of the Senate as required by the 
Constitution of the U. S.: 


“We call upon the President to recall his am- 
bassador Myron Taylor, and require the Depart- 
ment of State to close its embassy at Vatican City. 
If this does not occur within a reasonable time, 
we call upon the Foreign Relations Committee of 
the Senate to hold hearings on why the ambassador 
should not be recalled.” 


Evangelical Group Seeks To Co-ordinate 
Missionary Societies 


Minneapolis, Minn. (RNS).—Co-ordination of 
the activities of 54 different missionary societies 
around the world was sought here at the first 
annual convention of the Evangelical Foreign 
Missions Association. 


The Association, which is affiliated with the 
National Association of Evangelicals, gave final 
approval to a constitution providing for four rules 
of comity. 


Bases of comity were not divulged, but a spokes- 
man said they dealt with “message, territory, per- 
sonnel and presentation.”—-The “territory” pro- 
vision declares, he said, that missionaries will work 
in fellowship and with others in the same region. 


_Any society using the materials of another is to 
give due credit, the official added. 


_ One of the important contributions the organiza- 

tion can make, it was pointed out, is to present a 
common front to the American State Department 
Passport Bureau and to foreign governments in 
Washington in their efforts to send missionaries 
overseas. 


Two convention speakers, Paul Hartford, Winona 
Lake, Ind., founder of the Victory Sky Pilots, 
and James C. Truxell, Los Angeles, representing 
the Christian Airmen’s Missionary Fellowship, urg- 
ed missionaries to make greater use of airplanes 
“to speed evangelization.” — ere 


Use of planes will cut days and weeks into hours 
for the missionaries, they said. 


The Rev. Norman Grubb, London, England, re- 
presenting the Christian Literature Crusade of Lon- 
don, urged the establishment of an evangelical 
book center in every large city of the world. He 
assailed some publishers for printing “modernistic” 
religious literature along with evangelical books. 


Another speaker, Kenneth Taylor, Chicago, re- 
presenting the Good News Publications, claimed 
Roman Catholic publishers in foreign countries 
have refused to print some evangelical missionary 
literature. 





Columbia Theological Seminary 
Elects Eight Officers 


Five southern states and eight different educa- 
tional institutions are represented in the list of 
eight officers elected by the student body of Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary at a recent meeting. 
Mr. John Lowrance Newton, of Gainesville, Ga. 
a graduate of Davidson College, was chosen presi- 
dent of the student body of the seminary, and 
Mr. Paul Blake Smith of Orlando, Fla., a graduate 
of Maryville College, was elected president of the 
student Society of Missionary Inquiry. Other offi- 
cers of the student body with their home addresses 
and colleges are: Vice-president, Mr. Denny Monte 
Hill of Fairforest, S. C., Bob Jones College; secre- 
tary, Mr. George William Hayward of Spartan- 
burg, S. C., Bob Jones College; treasurer, Mr. Wil- 
bur Rood Parvin, Bradenton, Fla., University of 
Florida. The corresponding officers of the Society 
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of Missionary Inquiry are: Vice-president, Mr. 
George Andrew Anderson, Farmerville, Va., Ham- 
den-Sydney College; secretary, Mr. Charles Robert 
Tapp, Knoxville, Tenn., Westminister Choir College ; 
treasurer, Mr. Thomas Walter Horton, Jr., Spar- 
tanburg, S. C., Presbyterian College. 





Suwannee Presbytery Meets 
At Palatka, Fla. 


The Presbytery of Suwannee met in Palatka, 
Fla., April 30th, 1946. The Moderator; the Rev. 
Vance Gordon, temporary clerk; the Rev. I. E. 
Phillips, reading clerk; the Rev. John Largent, 
publicity clerk. 


Presbytery spent the entire afternoon in the 
discussion of the sale of the Graham Building by 
the Executive Committee of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief, and is sending an overture 
to the General Assembly protesting the sale of the 
building. 


Presbytery received the Rev. Melton Clark, D. 
D. from North Alabama Presbytery and dismissed 
the Rev. F. W. Widmer to St. John’s Presbytery. 
It dissolved the pastoral relationship between the 
Rev. H. W. Koelling and the Williston Church. 


’ Dr. H. H. Sweets brought an inspirational mes- 
sage at the popular meeting Tuesday night. 


Presbytery ‘will conduct its next meeting in 
Ocala, Fla., November 12th. 


Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk. 





Orange Presbytery Meets At 
Burlington, N. C. 


Orange Presbytery met in its 353rd Stated 
Session in the Shiloh Presbyterian Church near 
Burlington, N. C., April 16th, 1946 with 34 minis- 
ters and 46 ruling elders present. 


At the request of the retiring moderator, Rev. 
N. N. Fleming, the opening message was brought 
by Rev. F. F. Baker, D. D. president of the Gammon 
Institute, Lavras, Brazil. Rev. J. S. Walkup was 
elected moderator. 


Reports from the the churches showed 502 added 
on profession; 568 by certificate, with a net mem- 
bership at the close of the year, 15,027, a net 
gain of over 500. The 66 churches contributed 
over a half million dollars of which amount $142,- 
681 was given to benevolences. ‘One of the most 
gratifying reports was that of 9 outpost Sunday 
Schools with a membership of over 500. 


Rev. C. G. Smith D. D. was dismissed to the 
Presbytery of Montgomery, to accept a call to the 
Presbyterian church of Christiansburg, Va. 


Rev. J. Alston Boyd was received from Wilming- 
ton Presbytery and a commission was appointed 
to install him pastor of the Piedmont Presbyterian 
a Burlington, N. C., on Sunday night, May 
5th, 


Mr. Jack Scott of Westminister Church, Greens- 
boro, was received under care of presbytery as a 
candidate of the Gospel Ministry. 
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LET YOUR CHURCH 
TOWER PLAY A 


FULL CHORUS 


OF MFLODIOUS SONG 


Organ - Choir And Bells 
May Be Combined In All 
Their Beauty With 


CARILLONIC BELLS AND 
TOWER MUSIC 


Schulmerich Tower Music brings a new mes- 
sage of joy and hope to each listening heart, 
stressing with articulate loveliness the spir- 
itual message of your church. 


This audible beauty is not confined to a solo 
of bells or chimes, but includes the church’s 
full message in song. The stirring harmonies 
of the choir, the full majesty of the organ 
and the sweet-throated song of Carillonic 
Bells may all be blended as you choose. 


Only modern electronics can make possible 
so full and compelling a chorus of sound, and 
only Schulmerich Carillonic Bells and Tower 
Music have the clarity and tonal-beauty 
worthy of your church program. Their in- 
stallation is handled simply, without con- 
struction inconvenience. No tower is neces- 
sary. No church is too large or too small. 
Send for our descriptive literature. Address 
Dept. SP-4. 


clohulnerich 


ELECTRONICS, inc 





CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS- SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS -CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Presbytery adopted a memorial prepared by Dr. 
C. F. Myers, to Rev. E. N. Caldwell D. D. deceased 
March 12th 1946, also a resolution of appreciation 
to Rev. R. Murphy Williams recently retired as 
nastor of the Church of the Covenant, was read 
by Dr. E. E. Gillespie and adopted by presbytery. 


Presbytery gave approval to requests from a 
number of Churches to amend the call to their 
pastors by providing for increased salaries, these 
ranging from a few hundred dollars to several 
hundred dollars per annum. 


_ The Home Mission committee reported that prac- 
tically all the fields of Presbytery were being 
supplied with preaching. 


The next meeting of Presbytery will be held 
July 16th, 1946. 
N. N. Fleming, Stated Clerk. 


First Presbyterian Church 
Valdosta, Ga. 


The month of March and April marked signi- 
ficant steps of development for the First Church 
of Valdosta. Twenty-eight people participated in 
a four-night Visitation Evangelism program, which 
was one of the finest spiritual experiences for 
both church members and the unchurched in many 
years. This Visitation Evangelism Campaign was 
directed by the pastor, Rev. Cecil Thompson, and 
preceded a ten-day Pre-Easter Revival conducted 
by Dr. Charles L. Nisbet, evangelist, of Hunting- 
ton, W. Va. Deep earnestness of great gospel 
messages marked his preaching. The results of the 
Revival and the Visitation Evangelism Campaign 
were felt in all three of our Chapels and the mother 
Church. Between 25 and 30 additions on profession 
“el faith and baptism have been received as a re- 
sult. 


A Weekday Church Nursery School has been 
opened as a new feature and is proving highly satis- 
factory. The School is under the supervision of a 
Weekday Nursery Council and is being supported 
by the Business Women’s Circle of the Church. The 
Superintendent of the School is Mrs. A. S. Blanks 
who is highly trained in this type of work. The 
Nursery is also maintained during all morning and 
evening preaching services on Sundhy. 


Qur Pastor has been honored by being invited 
to preach the annual graduation sermon for the 
Society of Missionary Inquiry of Columbia Semi- 
nary on May 19, and also participate in the popular 
meeting at the General Assembly on May 26 honor- 
ing Dr. Henry W. McLaughlin. The Pastor com- 
~ mage his eighth year as pastor of this Church on 

ay 1. 


All the Chapels of our Church are showing fine 
progress under the leadership of Rev. and Mrs. 
Thomas H. Makin, our new Chapel Minister. The 
new Southside Chapel will be dedicated in June. 


News Items From Spring Meeting 
Of Bethel Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Bethel met in the First 
Church, Rock Hill, S. C., April 25, 1946. There 
were present 16 ministers and 38 ruling elders. 
Rev. K. G. Philfer was elected moderator. Rev. 
W. S. Porter who has been in the chaplaincy was 
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dismissed to Macon Presbytery. Candidate Jack W. 
Ewart was dismissed to Kanawha Presbytery. Pas- 
toral relations were dissolved between Rev. C. R. 
Bailey and the Olivet and Zion Churches to take 
effect at the summer meeting of the presbytery. 
Pastoral relations were also dissolved between Rev. 
Fred A. Hopkins and the Great Falls Church. Mr. 
Hopkins is taking up the position of Executive 
Secretary for Bethel Presbytery. A home for the 
Executive Secretary is being constructed at York, 
S. C., but Mr. Hopkins’ address will remain Great 
Falls, S. C., for the present. An adjourned meeting 
will be held at the First Church, York, S. C., on 
May 21 at 10 A.M. The summer meeting is to 
be at Piedmont Springs, Kingstree, S. C., the date 
to be announced later. 


W. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE INFALLIBLE WORD 


A Symposium by the Members of the Faculty 
of Westminister Theological Seminary. Published 
by the Presbyterian Guardian Publishing Corpora- 
eee 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 26, Pa. Price 

2.50. 


The first requirement of a Christian theogical 
seminary is that it ring true on the inspiration of 
Holy Scripture. This is basic. It is foundational. 
Experience teaches that the first step in the de- 
terioration of a seminary is at this vital point. 
If a seminary is weak here it becomes weak on 
other essential matters. Church history contains 
many striking examples of this fact. We observe 
it also in contemporary theological thought. 


Westminster Theological Seminary is_ strong 
where many modern seminaries are weak. It teaches 
and defends the belief that the infallible Word is 
what the term really signifies—infallible. It takes 
this doctrine seriously. It deals with it intelligently. 
It defends it magnificiently. It proclaims it un- 
compromisingly. In maintaining this position West- 
minister Seminary proves itself to be loyal to the 
Reformed Faith set forth in our Confessional 
Standards. 


The arrogant assumption of the liberal that 
“Biblical infallibility is absurd” is exploded in 
this symposium like an atomic bomb. The seven 
contributors view the Scripture from different 
standpoints and all reach the unanimous conclu- 
sion that we have an infallible Book. 


There are some who tell us today that we should 
not engage in a defense of either the Bible or 
Christanity. Dr. Francis L. Patton has correctly 
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answered this contention when he stated, “There 
is no argument against a defense of Christianity 
which would not be equally good against preaching 
the Gospel.” 


If anyone feels that the person who believes 
in the infallibility of the Word is an obscurantist 
he should by all means buy this book. The writers 
have been diligent in appropriating all that modern 
discovery and research could provide. They have 
carefully examined everything coming to us in the 





form of new light: In this connection they state, 
“We are as much concerned with the light which 
may yet break forth from the Scriptures and with 
a knowledge to be gained from a study of the 
world in which the Scriptures originated as any 
student of the Bible. In that sense we have no de- 
sire to remain where the Westminister divines of 
the seventeenth century stood. However, their for- 
mulation of the doctrines of Scripture in our judge- 
ment remains valid today. It does not need to re- 
treat in the face of modern scholarship.” 
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The first chapter is on “The Attestation of 
Scripture” by Dr. John Murray. It is a masterpiece. 
It is worth far more than the price of the book. 
Professors Edward J. Young and N. B. Stonehouse 
follow with strong chapters on the authority of 
the Old Testament and the New Testament. “The 
Transmission of the Scriptures” is the subject of 
an important chapter by Professor John H. Skilton. 
Professor Paul Wooley discusses the “Relevancy 
of Scripture.” Professor R. B. Kuyper has a grand 
chapter on “Scriptural Preaching.’”’ The book closes 
with a dissertation entitled, ‘““Nature and Scripture” 
by Dr. Cornelius Van Til. 


In as much as the Southern Presbyterian Church 
is a Confessional Church this book on “The In- 
fallible Word’? should be enthsiastically received 
by both the ministers of the Word and laymen of 
our Church. It is a distinct contribution to con- 
temporary theological thought. The writers of this 
book are top-flight scholars in specialized fields, 
and as a result of their exhaustive investigations 
they assure us that the Christian’s Bible is an in- 
fallible product of the Holy Spirit and should be 


received with gratitude from the God Who ‘Tar! 


graciously given it to us and preserved it for 


This book is more than timely. It is invaluable. 
It is worth its weight in gold. It is bound to be a 
tremendous value to the Church of our day. It 
should have an active citculatién throughout the 

nglish speaking world. 

John R. Richardson. 


ee eee eee 


THE HUMAN LIFE OF JESUS 


By John Erskine. Published by William Morrow 
and Company, New York, N. Y. 248 pages. $3.00. 


While time lasts, men will not give up their 
attempts to explain Jesus. The latest attempt is 
that of John Erskine, Professor Emeritus at Co- 
lumbia University. 


His book, The Human Life of Jesus, can satisfy 
only the mind of unbelief. Erskine manages to 
speak of the Incarnation as Christianity’s “central 
doctrine” and of “Jesus as the God who became 
Man.” He also professes to believe in Jesus. That 
belief, in fact, is advanced as the reason for the 
book. Even the mildly critical, however, will con- 
clude early in their reading that the author comes 
fatally short of the Bible’s view of Jesus. 


Space will not permit a detailed analysis of 
Erskine’s views. Perhaps a few observations will 
do. 


A man’s view of sin has a tremendous bearing 
on what he thinks of Jesus. The Bible’s doctrine 
of sin will not let a man be satisfied with anything 
short of the Bible’s Jesus. He must be the Bible’s 
God, the Worker of miracles, The Sacrifice for 
sin, the Victor over death. 


Erskine’s Jesus did not teach that men are born 
of the flesh and therefore lost from the very start. 
Had he thought it he would have “contradicted 
the spirit of his mission.”’ If he said anything to 
Nicodemus about human depravity, he said it in a 
moment of human exasperation. Jesus, to the 
author, taught an easy forgiveness. His doctrine 
was that “man even at his wisest would make 
mistakes, even at his noblest might slip for a 
moment.and fall] into sin. But those who did their 
best, God would forgive and comfort.” 


Erskine’s Jesus did not work miracles. A dis- 
tinction is made by the author between wonders 
and miracles. The former, an example of which 
is the changing of water into wine, he rejects out- 
right. The latter he explains on a_ naturalistic 
basis. He did not raise Lazarus from the dead but 
from sickness to health. Jesus’ cures were effected 
by the “therapy of his own abundant will’; they 
proved the “therepeutic value of love.” 


Erskine’s Jesus was not the Sacrifice for sin. 
He “died for the doctrine of love.’’ He realized 
“that the doctrine of love must be driven home 
by his own sacrifice.” Jesus’ own interpretation 
of his death is completely ignored. 


Erskine’s Jesus did not actually rise from the 
dead. The resurrection was not Jesus’ event but 
the disciples’. Its miracle was “the transformation 
of the apostles. The pirit of Jesus went with 
them all theiness* il it seemed that in them 
he Wass age8e 0. dead.” 







sor makes the same fatal error others 

- 1m made; he thinks that Jesus can be ex- 
plained. The truth is that Jesus is not a subject 
for biographers; He is not to be explained in terms 
of heredity and environment. Not even the Gospels 
are “lives of Jesus.” They portray Him as the 
Christ, the Saviour of sinners. He is not known 
unless it be as P¥ophet, Priest, King. The man 
who knows Him is he who first eries: ‘‘Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” 


—Adrian De Young: 


—— or > 


PLAIN TALKS ON PRACTICAL TRUTHS 


By Wendell P. Loveless. Published by Moody 
ry 153 Institute Place, Chicago, 10, Ill. Price, 
1.50. 


The purpose of this book is to provide answers 
for the perplexing questions one encounters in 
living the Christian life. The author discusses such 
themes as the Power of Prayer, the Problem of 
Worldly Amusements, and various controversial 
subjects. The most commendable feature about 
this book is that every question is placed under 
the scrutiny of the Divine Word and the answers 
are logical deductions from Scriptural passages. 
The chapters vary in value, but it is a worthwhile 
volume to be placed in the Christian’s library. It 
is especially adapted to young people. The last 
chapter is on “Choice Books for Young Chris- 
tians.” Most of the books recommended here are 
very fine, though we would omit a few and add 
others. The author’s ability to express Biblical 
truth in understandable style will be appreciated 
by all who have not had the benefit of a formal 
theological education. —John R. Richardson. 


———_ = 


REPORT OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETING 


We plan to carry a full report on the meeting of 
the General Assembly in our June 15th issue. Extra 
copies of this number will be available at twenty 
copies for $1.00 postpaid. Please place your order 
early so that we may print a sufficient number to 
care for all extra orders. 
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